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The E5 DTP 
Edinburgh Earth, Ecology and Environment Engagement Doctoral 
Training Partnership

Hosts: 
Sebastian Hennige- E5 DTP Director 
Nicola Drago Ferrante – E5 DTP Manager 



DTP Years active
NERC funded 
studentships per year

Total students supported

E3 2014 – 2018 15 117 students
E4 2019 – 2024 17 127 students
E5 2025- 2028 13 19 student (first cohort, 2025)

Match funding from our hosting schools allows us to increase our overall cohort size

Funded by The Natural Environment Research Council (NERC)
Edinburgh has over 10 years' experience of running DTPs



E5 DTP Partners



What you'll experience as an E5 DTP 
student
▪ Conduct independent research to make a meaningful contribution to 

your field of study (leading to submission of a PhD thesis by end of 
funding)

▪ Participate in research seminars, group meetings, and an active 
community

▪ Build expertise through cohort-wide and tailored training 

▪ Complete a 3-month Professional Internship Placement

▪ Access paid teaching and demonstrating opportunities 

▪ Shape your community through student led initiatives – Coding Club, 
Student Advisory Board

▪ Engage in Outreach - (schools, mentoring, science festivals)



Structured Training 
60 days of training across the PhD: 

➢ 30 days Core Training- Cohort based, focussing on transferable 
skills.Organised by the DTP

➢ 30 days Advanced Training - Project specific, tailored to your individual 
needs. Organised by the student and supervisor

Training is based around four pillars of development:

1. Training Needs Analysis 
2. Core Professional Skills
3. Advanced Research Training 
4. Peer Learning and Support 



Highlights from our alumni

PublicationsPresenting at 
International 
conferencesThe PIP 

(Professional 
Internship)

Tutoring and 
Demonstrating

Research visit 
and 

collaborations

Independent 
fieldwork

Training 
workshops, 

summer 
schools

Winning / 
being 

nominated 
for awards

Laboratory 
work

Participating in 
Public engagement 
activities (Science 

Festivals e.g.)  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/e4-dtp/people/dtp-alumni

https://www.ed.ac.uk/e4-dtp/people/dtp-alumni


Student destinations after graduation



Application and 
Selection Process

Sebastian Hennige

Nicola Drago Ferrante



The E5 DTP Studentship provides:



UKRI Eligibility Criteria

We welcome applications from talented individuals 
regardless of nationality or country of residence



Entry Requirements 



E5 Widening Participation Scheme

Disclosing special circumstances to the supervisors/selection panel
If you wish to disclose information to the supervisors/selection panels in order for 
them to take it into consideration when assessing your application, there is a 
space to do so on the application form



Two Application routes 



Compile your Application Materials

Compulsory Documents 
(for all applicants)

• E5 DTP Application form
• Academic CV – max 2 pages
• Transcripts and certificates of all 

completed UG and PG degrees - an 
interim transcript is acceptable if you 
are still studying)

• Equality and Diversity Form

Optional Documents (depending

on circumstances)

• Widening Participation Form

• English Language Test certificate (not 
essential until offer stage)

• Proof of your Immigration status for 
students who are applying as a Home
student – evidence of EU Pre or Settled 
status or Right to Remain in the UK)



Create your account on the E5 Portal 

1. Click on “Apply for this project” at the bottom of the project you are interested in
2. Register with your name and email (or log in with Ease if you already have a UoE

account)
3. Check your email inbox for a link to access your portal
4. Upload your application documents 
5. Enter your referees’ contact details – They will be emailed automatically 
6. You can edit your application and make changes up until the closing date

Use your Applicant portal (same link) to:
➢ Check that your references have been submitted.
➢ Replace any documents already submitted (if necessary). 
➢ Change the name of a referee (if necessary).
➢ Check any messages from the admissions team

All application materials, including your references, are submitted through the 
online Applicant Portal.



Applicant Portal



Application portal status notifications

Once you have created your account on the portal, you will see the following banners at the top of your application screen

If you are happy that your application is complete, select the check box and the banner will change to:

When you have uploaded the compulsory documents, you will be prompted to select the check box

Important note - If you need to amend your application once you have selected the check box, you can do so until the 
closing date



Application Review Process

Applications 
received and 

initial screening 
by E5 DTP 

admissiona team.

Supervisors review 
applications and 
nominate their 

preferred candidat
es.

The preferred 
candidates 

are shortlisted by 
three thematic E5 

panels.

The top 60-70 
applicants* are 

invited for interview 
and their 

performance 
evaluated by E5 

panels.

Application and 
interview evaluations are 
combined to constitute 

the final ranking of 
applicants. The top ~20* 
applicants are offered a 

studentship 

SCREENING

APPLICATION EVALUATION

INTERVIEWS OFFERS
Supervisor

Nominations
Shortlisting 

panels

E5 Widening Participation Panel
May recommend additional applications for consideration



Recruitment Timeline 2026 entry

Student-led Projects: Project submission 
deadline

21st November 2025

Application deadline for all students 14th December 2025 23.59 GMT

Outcome sent via email by the latest 16th February 2026

Interviews 23, 24th and 25th February 2026

First offers sent by 4th March 2026

2026 NERC Universal 
acceptance of offers date

(before which candidates are not obliged to accept any NERC-funded 
PhD offer)

Mid-March 2026





Support for Applicants



Student Support Services

University Student Support Services:
▪ Health
▪ Wellbeing and mental health
▪ Counselling
▪ Sport and Exercise
▪ Disability and Learning and Support
▪ Student Immigration
▪ Careers
▪ Institute for Academic Development
▪ Accommodation
▪ Student Finance
▪ Childcare

The Advice Place by EUSA (Edinburgh University Student Association)



Next steps…

https://edin.ac/student-chat-pg

https://edin.ac/student-chat-pg


Contact details for follow-up questions

▪We apologise if we did not get through all of your questions in the time 
allotted for this session. If you have further questions that have not been 
answered, please email: futurestudents@ed.ac.uk

▪ Or, contact us directly at: e5dtp.info@ed.ac.uk

Application deadline:
14th December 2025

for September 2026 entry

mailto:futurestudents@ed.ac.uk
mailto:5dla.info@ed.ac.uk


Thank you & good luck with your 
application!

E5 DTP Admissions Team

e5dtp.info@ed.ac.uk

mailto:5dla.info@ed.ac.uk

